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The Jabberwock  

Presidentõs Message 

During this exceptionally cold stretch of weather weôre        
experiencing, I am reminded how blessed we are to have a 
warm, consistent place to call home. Many in our community 
question daily where they will be  sleeping for the night. In this 
weather environment, if folks are outdoors too long, it can be 
deadly. 
 
Based on a study done since 2006 by the Montana  the    
Continuum of Care Coalition, there were 1,405  individuals in 
Montana during 2018 that were either in emergency housing, 
transitional housing or unsheltered. This was down from 2017 
when there were 1,529 reported. 

 
The Billings School District free and Reduced (poverty level district wide) level as 
of October 2018 was 32% So, approximately 1/3 of students in Billings School   
District 2 are on free and reduced school meals or at the poverty level. The year to 
date cumulative number (as of 2/12/2019) of homeless students in Billings is 387. 
the total number of identified homeless students in the 2017-18 school year was 
533. These statistics are alarming to me, especially because they are affecting one 
of our most vulnerable populations-youth. 
 
This is where the Junior League of Billingsô focus on laundry comes in. The laundry 
project is more than Junior League volunteers being at BYO for 4 hours putting 
quarters in machines. For those community residents in attendance, it is the first 
time that month they are getting their clothes clean. Maybe their family had been 
sick and they couldn't access a facility to wash clothes. Or maybe they were    
evicted and laundry had not been the top of their priority list. Finding a new     
apartment, or a friend to stay with, or making sure their kids were surviving was 
their priority. Junior League is a piece to solving this poverty puzzle. Itôs important 
that we keep our focus on this larger issue in our community. Keep up the good 
work ladies! 
 
Jennifer Kautz 
President, 2018-2019 
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Fund Development 

 
Hello Ladies! Fund Development Council continues to prepare for Market-
Place Magic 2019. At GMM in February, we signed up for Bingo basket 
items. I will be emailing the final list out by the end of February. Our goal is to 
continue to build relationships with local businesses in our community. I will 
also be sending out a letter to give to businesses which includes our tax I.D. 
information. Items will be due in May. If you missed the GMM and would like 
to sign up, please email me. The more items we have in our baskets, the 
more money we will raise! 
 
Our council has also been working on community fundraising events. We 
have 3 scheduled for the next 3 months. Hooligans will be hosting the JLB 
for their giving Monday on March 18th at 5pm. Moo-yah will be hosting the 
JLB on April 7 from 12pm-8pm. Chipotle will be hosting the JLB on May 6 
from 4-9pm. Please tell your friends and family about these events. The 
more people in the doors, the more money we will raise. The JLB will receive 
a percentage of the transaction.  
 
REMINDER: Please tell each establishment that you are with the JLB before 
your transaction is complete! And if you know of other businesses that would 
like to partner with the JLB for a night, please let me know. 
 
Thanks for all your help and continued efforts! I continue to be a proud  
member of the JLB because of you! 
 
Warm wishes 
Helen Laferriere 
Fund Development Leader 

 

March General Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March12, 2019é..6:00-8:00pm 
 

Rocky Mountain College 
Morledge Kimball Hall, room 125 

South of Prescott Hall 
Park for free in the lot furthest east off of Rimrock Road 

 
6:00 Council Meetings 
6:45 General Meeting 

Hooligans will be hosting the 
JLB on March 18 at 5pm. Bring 
your friends and familyð
percentage of proceeds go to 

JLB. 

Moo-Yah will be hosting the JLB on 
April 7 from 12pm-8pm. 

Chipotle will be hosting the 
JLB on May 6 from 4-9pm. 



March Birthdays 
 
ACTIVE MEMBERS 
March  9  Tali Phil 
March 25  Kendra Freeck Moran 
March 29  Jennifer Webber 
March 29  Jessica Taylor  
March 31  Angela Barrows 
 
SUSTAINERS 
March 13  Maggie Vralsted 
March 16  Patty Nelson 
March 16  Gayle Tompkins 
March 22  Vickie Eagle 
March 23  Judie Gage 
March 25  Pam Sanderson 
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Community Council 
 
Happy February the Junior League of Billings! We are starting the new year off 
right with another successful laundry day. Our January free laundry day we 
spent over $420 on washer loads, dryer time and we were donated laundry 
detergent from Dana Henry along with Family Services for future laundry days! 
We have our next free laundry day on February 23rd from 10am - 2pm which 
is sponsored by D.A. Davidson!  We also have our April laundry day planned 
and sponsored by the wonderful labor, delivery and mother/newborn nurses at 
St. Vincent Hospital on the 13th from 10am - 2pm. If you know of an            
organization or company that would like to sponsor our free laundry days in 
March or May please contact me at community@juniorleagueofbillings.org. 
Any kind of donation or sponsorship is welcomed and we would love to partner 
with new companies and organizations to spread the word of free laundry. 
 
We are also planning on a few done-in-a-day projects for the upcoming 
months so keep an eye out for those in your email. We have been looking at 
putting together a Montana Rescue Mission meal along with a Tumbleweed 
Drive for items such as full sized toiletries, food that can be opened without a 
tool and under garments. Details for these to come! 
 
As always, let me know if you want to get more involved in the community 
council projects and reach out to me with any ideas regarding laundry sponsor-
ships! 
 
Cheers, 
Emily Hoskins 
Community Council Chair 

Upcoming Events 

 
March 1  Wise Wonders Tour at 5pm 
 
March 9  Mentor training at 10am 
 
March 12  General Meeting at Rocky  Mountain College 
 
March 18  Hooligans is hosting the JLB at 5pm.  Percentage of proceeds 
    go to JLB 
 
March 21  Mentor Kick-Off Meeting at 6pm 
 
March 23  Laundry Day from 10am-2pm 
 
April 7   Moo-yah is hosting the JLB from 12pm-8pm. Percentage of  
    proceeds to JLB 
 
April 13  Laundry Day with the Labor and Delivery Nurses at St.  
    Vincentôs from 10am-2pm 
 
May 6   Chipotle is hosting the JLB from 4pm-9pm. Percentage of  
    proceeds to JLB 
 

mailto:community@juniorleagueofbillings.org
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Junior League of Billings in the 1990õs 
 
Submitted by Dina Pett 
 
In 1990 the Junior League of Billings was accepted into a pilot program with AJLI 
called ñSmall League Growth and Developmentò. This program introduced         
concepts and tools to small leagues for greater community impact. This new way 
of doing business was a ñGoal Centered Approach to Strategic Planning.ò In 1992-
93, two members received AJLIôs ñVolunteers in a New Lightò award for their    
vision, courage and leadership in the development of and fundraising for the   
Playground For All Children which was completed in the 1980ôs. 
 
In 1993-94 areas of community interest were researched and our members      
educated in those areas by appropriate community experts. Using a consensus 
building process, the League selected Teenage Pregnancy Prevention as the area 
in which to focus our resources  for an extended period of time in order to make a 
community impact.  The Chamber of Commerce awarded the League their 1993 
Industry Award for outstanding contributions to the Billings area and tremendous 
contributions of ñpeople powerò to an endless list of community projects. 
 
The Council System of governance was adopted in 1994-95 which changed the 
structure of our board. We were able to move from a 20 member Committee Chair 
board to an 11 member Council System.  At the association level, the League  
affirmed its commitment to remain a women only organization.  The Junior League 
of Billings adopted ñMarketPlace Magicò as a major fundraiser. 
 
In 1995-96 a ñLimited Placementò option was given to the membership and the 
books for the Junior League of Billings were computerized.   
 
In 1997-98 the League voted to continue to sustain our focus area of Teen      
Pregnancy Prevention with our ñPostponing Sexual Involvement Programò in the 
schools.  The goal was to turn this program completely over to School District #2 
by the year 2000.  In 1998 the League was the recipient of the JC Penney Golden 
Rule Award for the Postponing Sexual Involvement Program. 
 
In 1999-2000, the League began the focusing process again and the membership 
was led through consensus building once again.  They chose to continue working 
in the area of Youth Services while at the same time lending attention to Family 
Services. The new focus was titled ñProject Youth.ò 

Winter Leadership Conference in New Orleans 
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Membership Council 

άMentors are guides. They lead us along the journey of our 

lives. We trust them because they have been there before. 

They embody our hopes, cast light on the way ahead,    

interpret arcane signs, warn us of lurking dangers, and 

point out unexpected delights along the way.ò ï Laurent  A. 

Daloz 

At our February General Membership Meeting, we kicked 

off this seasonôs mentorship program.  Our two goals being 

to increase member satisfaction and retention by promoting 

connection between members, and to promote the         

development of women in Junior League, business, and the 

community by proactively facilitating mutually beneficial 

mentoring relationships. 

The important thing to remember is that anyone can be a 

mentor or a mentee, regardless of the amount of time you 

have been in the league, or if you are an active, provisional, 

or sustainer member.  It is important to foster relationships 

for not only personal growth but professional as 

well.  Whether your just interested in having a new friend, 

learning about the Junior League, or are seeking out      

professional advice, I strongly encourage you to consider 

being part of the mentorship program.  

 

 

 

 

In order to be involved, it is a six-month commitment and 
you will meet with your partner monthly.  At the end, you 
will complete evaluations in order to test the sustainability 
of the new approach.  

If you are interested in signing up please fill out the        
application, available on our member forms page or 
email membership@juniorleagueofbillings.org and        
complete by February 28. 

Our mentor training will take place on Saturday, March 
9
th
 at 10:00 a.m. and our Kick-Off Meeting will be March 

21
st
 at 6:00 p.m.  Attendance is mandatory at the Kick Off 

meeting to be part of the program.  I truly believe this will 
be a great experience for all of you joining the mentorship 
program.  I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Christina Rodriguez 
Membership Council Leader 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank you Junior League of Billings 
   
We would like to thank the Junior League of Billings for sending us to the AJLI Winter Leadership Conference-New  
Orleans in January! It was an amazing motivational conference with top notch workshops and training. We were able to 
bring back so much information and knowledge for our own leadership roles and for this League as a whole. All of our 
notes and slides from the conference area listed on the Member Essentials Portal for your use. We highly recommend 
you check it out. Thank you again! 

mailto:membership@juniorleagueofbillings.org
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Date:  February 23, 2019   
Time:  6:00pm  
Place: Rocky Mountain, Morledge Kimball Hall, 119         
 
Dana Paulson called the meeting to order at 6:53pm. 

Previous minutes from Jabberwock were unanimously   
approved.  
 
Helen handed out Bingo/MPM raffle sign-up sheets.    
Members should sign up for 1 or 2 items. Wait to collect 
items until you get the official assignments from Helen.  

Sustainer Presentation: Laura Simonsen 

Laura Simonsen, sustaining member shared her experi-
ence as a Junior League member.  

Winter Leadership Conference: Dana Paulson & Jen 

Massey 

Jen and Dana shared a fun slideshow and their main    
takeaways from the Winter Leadership Conference        
including the power of the league and the importance of 
running our league as a business and developing our   
members during GMMôs.  

Focus Area Discussion: Dana Paulson & Jen Massey 

Discussed current focus of poverty and homelessness and 
what members said they would like to focus on in the     
future. Most responses were Homelessness and Poverty, 
Education, and Children's Health Issues. The last two    
responses still tied into Homelessness and Poverty. 

Briefly discussed Vicki Clark's idea that we need to hang 
onto laundry and Jen Webber commented on the           
importance of the project and the impact and the relation-
ship that we've built within the community through this   
project. We should continue to get sponsorships every 
month.  

Membership Council/Mentoring: Christina Rodriguez & 

Jessica Taylor 

Webinar tomorrow on developing talent in JLB.  

Jessica and Christina are trying to launch a successful new 
mentor program - talked about the importance and the  
benefits of mentorship. Members are encouraged to fill out 
the mentor application by the end of the month. Went over 
expectations of mentors and their relationships with 
mentees. Email completed forms to Jessica Taylor. Mentor 

training starts on March 9th at 10 am and Kick-off Meeting 
will be held Thursday, March 21st.  

Fund Development: Helen Laferriere 

Helen will send out email with raffle assignments. There will 
be a form letter to send out as well.  

Briefly discussed upcoming fundraising events - see 
Helen's report for details. Goal is to have one fundraising 
event every month of the year.  

Let Helen know if you know of any businesses who offer 
fundraising opportunities.   

Nominating: Jennifer Webber 

Final applications for board positions are due at midnight 
tonight. Jen will send interview schedule to applicants.   

Community Council: Emily Hoskins 

First sponsored Laundry day this month by DA Davidson on 
Feb 23rd. Looking for volunteers. St. Vincentôs Labor and 
Delivery Nurses are sponsoring the April 13

th
 Laundry Day 

and will be providing volunteers. Looking for March and 
May sponsors - let Emily know if you know of companies 
willing to sponsor in the amount of $250-500.  

Communications: Amber Erlenbusch 

Looking at strategic planning for future goals of this        
position. Website should be done by a paid individual. Will 
be implementing a calendar so councils know what needs 
to be accomplished and what's happening every month.  

Adjournment: The meeting was officially adjourned at    
approximately 8:15pm  

Minutes respectfully submitted by  
Kelsey Bryson, Executive Secretary  


