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The Jabberwock  

Presidentõs Message 

 
Hi JLB and Happy Spring!  
 
We're nearing the end of our Junior League year with only 3 
months remaining. Looking back so far on the year I'm pleased 
with the work we have done to "work today to make tomorrow 
easier".  To me, this phrase means anticipating challenges 
coming ahead, seeing complications from current methods 
or practices and changing them for the upcoming board       
leadership, seeing challenges facing our community and    
helping to address them. We have done a few things to make 
tomorrow easier.   

First,  this year membership council organized a successful leadership conference in 
January which set the bar for next year, proved it is possible to make a positive profit 
on such an event while training women leaders and recruiting new members.  Every 
event we do should provide more than one benefit. In this case, it raised funds for 
our league, it trained female leaders and it shared the JLB name in the community 
more.   

Next, the board has obtained three months of laundry sponsorship to help share the 
mission based work we do and relieve our budget; again the rewards of this        
endeavor were two fold.  The most recent sponsorship is for May laundry from our 
sustaining members! This allows our members to train other community volunteers 
about the poverty and homelessness facing our community and what JLB is doing to 
help combat it. There is no better way to learn a process than by teaching others.  

The board has had discussions to how to tie our mission more into Marketplace 
Magic. One preliminary idea is to incorporate a "Little Black Sweater" into            
attendance at the Mart. If ladies wear a black sweater to Marketplace Magic they get 
some discount for attending.  The black sweater is meant to be a demonstration of 
our laundry project and people in poverty having to re-wear clothing. If the crowd in 
attendance was wearing a black sweater imagine what a visual statement that would 
be. People unaware would notice and be more likely to ask- what's up with all the 
black?  Its important to always tie our work to our mission and have more than one 
outcome from every project; thus working today to make our work tomorrow easier.  

Jennifer Kautz 
President, 2018-2019  
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Fund Development 

 
Hello Ladies!  
 
We have passed out the Bingo Basket assignments for Market Place Magic 
in 2019. Items are due by May. We will also be emailing information/form 
letter to give to businesses with our tax id information.  Our goal is to       
continue to build relationships with local businesses in our community.  
 
Community fundraising events are coming up: 
 
 Moo-yah will be hosting the JLB on April 7

th
 from 12pm-8pm.  

Chipotle will be hosting the JLB on May 6
th
 from 4-8pm.  

 
Please tell your friends and family about these events. The more people in 
the doors, the more money we will raise! The JLB will received a percentage 
of transactions! 
 
 REMINDER: Please tell each establishment that you are with the JLB 
before your transaction is complete!  
 
 We continue to look for additional businesses to partner with throughout the 
year. Please let me know if you know of any others businesses that would 
like to partner with the JLB for a night!  
 
Many thanks for all you continue to do for the JLB! 
 
Sincerely,  
Helen 

Moo-Yah will be hosting the JLB on 
April 7 from 12pm-8pm. 

Chipotle will be hosting the 
JLB on May 6 from 4-9pm. 

 

April General Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019é..6:00-8:00pm 
 

Rocky Mountain College 
Morledge Kimball Hall, Room 119 

South of Prescott Hall 
Park for free in the lot furthest east off of Rimrock Road 

 
6:00 Council Meetings 
7:00 General Meeting 

 

We will be having a Brene Brown training! 



April Birthdays 
 
ACTIVE MEMBERS 
April 27  Amber Goulet 
April 27  Madyson Frick 
April 28  Amber Erlenbusch 
 
SUSTAINERS 
April  8  Charlene Gustafson 
April 14  Tavell Peete 
April 20  Megan Loveridge 
April 27  Amy Norsworthy 
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Community Council 
 
Happy almost SPRING Junior League of Billings! Things are rolling right along 
with our Free Laundry Day with another surprise visit from KTVQ at our Febru-
ary event! They saw on our Facebook page that we were hosting another day 
and decided to come on down and check things out! If you want to see the 
interview just check out KTVQôs website! This was some wonderful and unex-
pected exposure for the Free Laundry Event and our League! 
 
We had another successful Free Laundry Day in February and now only have 
three more left before our 2018-2019 year is over. The next event is March 
23rd from 10am-2pm. This will be a regular Junior League sponsored event. 
The following month, on April 13th, the Labor Delivery and Mother/Newborn 
nurses from St. Vincent's hospital will be partnering with the Junior League for 
laundry from 10am-2pm. These wonderful ladies will also be volunteering with 
us and we canôt wait! For our final 2018-2019 Free Laundry Day the wonderful 
Sustaining Members are sponsoring the event! We couldnôt be more thrilled to 
partner with such an amazing group of women for this final year event. 
 
As for our other events, we are currently holding a Tumbleweed drive for the 
following goods: full size toiletries, undergarments, socks, sweats and     
sweatshirts. If you have any of these items please bring them to the April GMM 
for collection. We will also be partnering up with Montana Rescue Mission to 
cook them a meal in either April or May. So keep your eyes open for a date, 
time and volunteer sign-up genius.   
 
As always, let me know if you want to get more involved in the community 
council projects and reach out to me with any ideas regarding laundry       
sponsorships! 
 
Cheers, 
Emily Hoskins 
Community Council Chair 

 
 

      VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
 
 
 

Nominating wants to hear from you!! Please take a few moments to recognize our amazing volunteers in  
nominating an Active member (or several!) for Volunteer of the Year. This award should go to someone based 
on their quality of work, participation in League activities, service in the community and attitude. It only takes a 
few moments!  
 
Where: Applications are online (https://www.juniorleagueofbillings.org/)  Under Members, sign in to AJLI. 
Under My League, click Online Forms....Click Volunteer of the Year Nomination Form. 
 
When: Open now through Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
 
The award recipient will be surprised at the May Annual Dinner on May 21, 2019. 

https://www.juniorleagueofbillings.org/?fbclid=IwAR225CICH7k_3y-ZhiksMOS8s-qkKZHmIzAZdJzmmTWRDd2reiBmqWWJDwY


Page 4              The Jabberwock    

Communications Council 
 
The great thing about Communications Council being so new is that we can con-
tinue to make it be what we need it to be.  Our council is working on building a 
yearly calendar that can be accessed and used by each and every Junior League 
of Billings member.  We feel that the more we can plan ahead, the easier our job 
will be. In other words, ñDo what you can today to make tomorrow easier.ò As well 
as the calendar, we are developing policies and procedures to make what we do 
more effective and efficient.   
 

As you begin to think about your council placement for next year, here are a few 
things to think about if you are considering being a member of the Communica-
tions Council. 
 
1. Are you comfortable creating posts and posting on our current social media 
accounts? (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn) 

2. Are you organized and use your time wisely?  Can you plan ahead 
3. Do you know how to access the amazing resources on AJLI.org?   
4. Have you watched a webinar? 
5. Do you have any marketing skills or are you interested in developing them? 
6. Do you have a nice camera and are willing to use it at our Junior League      
   event? 
7. Do you have a Google account?  Do you know how to use Google Calendar? 
8. Have you created anything on Canva?  Have you used HootSuite? Do  you 
know how to schedule posts or post to more than one account at a  time? 

9. Do you enjoy learning new technological tools? 
 

Is it necessary for you to know all of these things?  Absolutely not! The Junior 
League of Billings is a learning organization.  As many wise women before me 
have said, ñWhatever you put into the League is what you get out of League.ò  You 
can learn as much as you can and do as much as you can. Everything that you do 
is valued and appreciated!  We would love to have you on our team! 
 
Amber Erlenbusch 
Communications Council 

DUES ARE DUE 
 
Watch your mail for your 
dues notice.  Membership 
dues for the 2019-2020 
League year (June 1, 
2019-May 31, 2020) are 
due and payable by May 
1, 2019. 
 
Active Dues: $133.00 
Sustainer Dues:  $103.00 
 
You can pay your dues in 
full online or send full or 
partial payment to the 
Junior League office.  
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Membership Profiles 

Akvilina Rieger 

Occupation:  Marketing Executive 

Why did you join the League? 
Ever since I came to US, especially 
Billings, this community has been  
amazing to me with its support and 
 inclusion. I feel like I could give back 

through JL for all that Billingsô people gave me to feel wel-
come. 
 
What do you hope to accomplish our first year in 
League? 
I have been working on assisting people with financial 
health. When I was listening to the panel talks at the   
Womenôs Conference, it came to me that there is a dire 
need in educating people in finances and it could be   
something that would change so many peoples lives. I felt 
like I could maybe offer that assistance as a member of 
Junior League. Through my line of work I have been    
working with people who are in collections for last 18 years 
and feel like I could pass the knowledge to better our    
community. 
 
Who has been the most influential person in your life 
and why? 
I could not pinpoint just one. Actually, my favorite book  
genre is biographies and I immensely enjoy reading about 
peopleôs lives and learning from them to better mine. 
 
What is your ideal dream job? 
Recently I have been invited to be a motivational speaker 
on several occasions and discovered that I really like     
connecting with people on that level. 

 

 
Julia Rose 
 
Occupation: Bank Teller and Certified Nurs-
ing Assistant 
 
Why did you join the League? 
When I was filling out scholarship applications 
for college, I realized it   always asks about 
the volunteering you have done. I have done 

a bunch of    volunteering but currently was doing nothing! I 
felt embarrassed. I live a good life and the least I could do 
was to give something back. I love helping others and I love 
socializing with women so my friend, Angela Barrows, 
thought this would be the prefect thing to try. I like it so far. 
 
What do you hope to accomplish your first year in the 
League? 
Better leadership and communication skills 
 
If there is one crisis in the world you would like to 
solve what would it be and why? 
Human trafficking. It just breaks my heart thinking about the 
people who are involved and who have to deal with this. I 
hate it so much because we are all human. Why be so 
hateful and disgusting to other human beings? There are 
so many terrible people in this world, I wish we could fix it 
but it is such a huge worldwide issue, I am not sure if there 
will ever be a fix. 
 
What color best describes your personality? 
Yellow. They describe this color as committed, responsible, 
faithful and helpful. I feel as if I am a very mature person for 
my age. I like to accomplish as much as I can while        
continuing to be responsible. I love to help others and stay 
faithful to my friends, husband and family. 

Membership Council  submitted by Christina Rodriguez 

 
This season, the Membership Council made some new plans to step up recruitment efforts this year.  As a result, we had 
record breaking numbers at our new member open house at the Moss Mansion and we are pleased to announce we have 
10 new members joining the Spring 2019 class.   
 
Welcome to the Junior League of Billings:  Cassie Crookson, Ashley Kalco, Terra Eaton, Jade Fuhrman, Bergen  
Morehouse, Akvilina Rieger, Hannah Olson, Laura Peterson, Julia Rose, Amanda Abrams, and Elizabeth Campoy. 
 
Our new member training class led by Michelle Breum, has focused on league history, operations, and current and past 
projects.  Last month, new members toured Wise Wonders Childrenôs Museum and learned about the formation through 
the Junior League.  Starting in March, new members will begin their council rotation to learn about the operations of each 
committee. 
 
We canôt wait to see all of the great things that these new members are going to accomplish!  We encourage you all to 
participate in one of our many events.  Whether itôs volunteering at a laundry day, social meetups, or attending general 
membership meetings, we hope to see you there! 
 
On another note, remember council placement forms and 100 Point Club submissions are due at the April General     
Membership Meeting.   
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Date:  March 12, 2019   
Time:  6:00pm  
Place: Rocky Mountain, Morledge Kimball Hall, 119         
 
Jennifer Kautz called the meeting to order at 6:59pm. 
 
Presentation/Poverty Training by Felicia Burg with Family 
Promise. Talked about the services Family Promise offers 
and how the JLB can help.  
 
Membership Council: Christina Rodriguez  
Placement manuals and 100 Point Club sheets due at April 
GMM.  
 
Fund Development: Helen Laferriere 
Reminder of upcoming events 
 
Raffle items for MPM have been assigned. Let Helen know 
if youôd like to donate something else not already listed.  
 
If you know of any restaurants willing to provide fundraising 
opportunities for the JLB, contact Helen.    
 

Community Council: Emily Hoskins 
Announced upcoming laundry days 
 
Tumbleweed fundraiser items due at April GMM.  
 
Communications: Kelsey Bryson 
Check out the new blog and be sure to share upcoming 
events on social media. 
 
Nominating: Jennifer Kautz 
3 board positions still open. Will re-open applications and 
close on Friday, March 15

th
 at midnight. Slate will be      

presented at April GMM and a special GMM will be held a 
minimum of 3 weeks after to vote. Interviews will be done 
again with 3 interviewers to comply with bylaws. Members 
who have already applied need not apply again ï just email 
Jen Kautz if still interested.  
 
Announcements 
Annual dinner will be held on May 21

st
 at 6pm. Families/

friend invited. Location TBD.  
 
Adjourn:  the meeting was adjourned approximately at 
8:07 p.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Kelsey Bryson 
 
 


